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Notice of Extraordinary General Meeting
What does this mean?

The notice is inviting you to come to a meeting of all the people EDG works to support. This includes people with learning difficulties and their families or carers.

The notice tells you when and where the meeting will be held. It also tells you why the meeting has been called.

Why is it called an extraordinary general meeting?

Don’t worry, nothing very extraordinary will happen at the meeting!

Usually EDG invites you to one general meeting every year. This is the Annual General Meeting (AGM) and usually happens in December. The meeting you are invited to now is an extra meeting which we are calling for a special reason.
Why are we having the meeting?
The Directors of EDG want to make some changes to the rules by which EDG is run. These rules are written in two documents called the Memorandum and Articles of Association.

They are long and complicated documents but they are very important. To help you understand them we have written an easy read version.

To make the changes to the rules we need the agreement of the people coming to the meeting. We will have a vote about each of the changes at the meeting. These votes are called resolutions. For a resolution to be passed at least three quarters of the votes must support it.

Before you decide whether you agree with the changes we will explain our reasons and you will have the chance to ask questions.

Why do we need to have rules?
EDG is a Scottish charity and a registered company. The law requires all charities and companies to have written rules describing how they will be run.

We also need to show our rules to our funding bodies and others we do business with. It helps to prove to them that EDG is run properly.
Why do we want to change the rules?
The rules of EDG were written nearly 10 years ago when EDG was first registered as a company. A lot of things have happened since then. EDG has grown and changed. There have been news laws affecting charities and companies. We want to make sure our new rules are:

· up to date

· easier to understand and to follow

· clearer about the rights and responsibilities of everyone involved with EDG, including service users

How will the changes affect me?
Changing the rules will not alter any of the services or activities that EDG runs. If you have benefited from them in the past you will still be able to do so.
You will be asked if you wish to join EDG as a member. There will be a simple form for you to sign. Being a member will allow you to come to meetings like this in the future and to vote at those meetings.

If you would rather not be a member that is fine too! It will not affect the support EDG is able to give you.

When will the changes happen?
The changes happen as soon as they are agreed. Some of them will take a while to get going.
